
Farney Close School
CHILDREN’S QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

THINGS YOU MIGHT LIKE TO KNOW 

WHEN RETURNING TO SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2020.



What should I do when I arrive at school?

As soon as you arrive at school you must still go in the school’s front door, use

the hand gel and have your temperature taken by our school Nurse, Sally. If
Sally isn’t there taking temperatures someone else will be.

This is because one of the signs that people have COVID-19 is a high

temperature. Everyone including staff and visitors have their temperature

taken when they arrive at school and are sent back home if the temperature

is high (38 degrees or over).

Once we know that your temperature is ok you will
be able to go to your House.



Which House will I be on?

There have been lots of changes to who is on which Houses, both

young people and staff. This is because we are going to have two

bubbles, one lower school and one upper school.

I know that some of you may be anxious about this but I will make sure

that you know which House you will be on and with which staff by the

4th September.



What are the Bubbles?

You will be in year group classes just as you were before COVID. There may be some 
changes to which Tutor group you are in.

Those in Lower school (year 7, 8 & 9) will be A Bubble. 

Those in Upper school (year 10 & 11) will be B Bubble. 

House groups are all split into Lower or Upper school Houses.

Teachers and TAs have been split across the two bubbles. This means you will only 
have contact with Teachers, TAs and care team who are in your bubble.



Teachers in Bubbles

Lower School (A Bubble) Upper School (B Bubble)

Trish

Leslie

Gerard

Siobhan

Honor

Dave 

Jinny

Kate

Tafari

Debbie

Kirsten

Vickie

Clarence 

Chris 



Will all adults be in either A or B 
bubble?

No.

Ray, Steve, Lester and I (Sara) will not be in a bubble.

Your therapist and/or counsellor will not be in a bubble either. This is so that 
you can carry on seeing them no matter what bubble you are in.

The kitchen team, cleaners, maintenance team and admin staff will also 
not be in a bubble.

The School Nurse (Sally) will not be in a bubble and nor will the staff that 
work in the Star Centre (Hulya, Sharon, Marilyn, Vanessa & Zoe).

Austin also will not be in a bubble as he will be meeting all young people, 
and their families, that want to come to Farney Close.



Will I be sharing a bedroom?

Maybe. If you are on one of the IG Houses (Kings, Bomberg and Eynon) 

you are likely to be sharing but you will only share with a person in your 

Bubble. There will only be boys on these Houses. 

We are busy drawing up plans to have all our Houses made into single 

rooms but that will take time to do.



Class groups and Houses

Who will be on my House with me?

The Houses will be full as we have lots of new pupils starting but 

everyone will be in the same bubble.

There will be the usual amount of care staff with one of them sleeping-

in overnight, just like normal.

Who will be in class with me?

Class sizes will be back to a maximum of 8 pupils but usually around 6.



Will there be evening activities?

It will be House activities each evening. That doesn’t mean you will all 

have to stay on the House, your House group must stay together but 

can-do things like walks, fishing, mountain biking, football etc as long 

as you stay in this group and only mix with others in your bubble.

I am sure that the care team will provide lots of fun things to do whilst 
keeping to the Government guidance.



Will I move around from class to class like we 
used to?

You will move from class to class but the area that your classrooms will 

be situated in will be restricted.

Lower school (years 7, 8 & 9) classrooms will be in the main building.

Upper school (year 10 & 11) will be based in the classrooms away from 

the main building such as the Copperthwaith building, Sports hall etc



Upper 
school-day 
timings

Tutor time 9:25 - 9:45

Period 1 9:45 - 10:45

Break 10:45 - 11:00

Period 2 11:00 - 12:00

Period 3 12:00 - 1:00

Lunch
1:00 - 1:45

Year 10 in lunch 1.00 to 1.20

Year 11 in lunch 1.20 to 1.40

Period 4 1:45 - 2:45

Break 2:45 - 3:00

Period 5 3:00 - 4:00

Back to Houses / Detention 4.00

Evening meal 5:15 - 6:00



Lower 
school-day 
timings

Tutor time 9:10 - 9:30

Period 1 9:30 - 10:30

Break 10:30 - 10:45

Period 2 10:45 - 11:45

Lunch
11:45 - 12:30

Years 7 and 8 in lunch 11.45 to 12.05

Year 9 in lunch 12.10 to 12.30 

Period 3 12:30 1:30

Period 4 1:30 - 2:30

Break 2:30 - 2:45

Period 5 2:45 - 3:45

Back to Houses / Detention 3.45

Evening meal 4:30 - 5:15



Where will I eat my meals?

Breakfast (cereal and toast) will be eaten on your House. 

Lunch and tea will both be eaten in the dining room. 

In the dining room you will be able to sit on a table with people from 

your bubble but with a seat between you empty.



Do I need to bring face masks into school with 
me?

Yes please. We need you to all bring face masks into school with you.

If you travel into school by taxi you will need to wear a face mask whilst in your taxi –
that’s to follow what the government are telling us to do. Your taxi driver should wear 
one as well.

When going out with the school you will have to wear a face mask in school transport 
and also are likely to need them for wherever you are visiting so please bring facemasks 
into school with you.

If the Government decide you may also have to wear face masks around school as 
well.



Who will I share my taxi with?

I have asked all transport arrangers to only transport Farney Close 

pupils who are in the same bubbles together.

I can only ask this and can not insist.



Do we all have to socially distance?

Wherever possible you must maintain at least one meters social 

distance from the other children at the school and the adults that are 

in your bubble. 

Signs are on the floor to help you remember this. 

But the most important thing is that you must not go near anyone in the 
other bubble to you (teacher, TA, care staff or child)



Do I still have to wash my hands regularly ?

Yes.

Everyone has to wash their hands often and use the hand gel

whenever a member of staff ask you to or when you want to. Hand

washing and using hand gel is not optional. This will help us keep

everyone safe.



General questions:

Can I pick which class or House I am in?

No. We have worked it out so that we all only get to meet with certain people. The 

Government refer to this as Social Bubbles. It is in place to reduce the chances of 

COVID-19 spreading so it is really important that we follow this.

What happens if the fire bell goes off in the school day?

Those of you in A Bubble (Lower School) go out the front of the school and those in B 

Bubble (Upper School) go to basketball court.

Where will I have my break?

A Bubble will have their breaks at the front of the school.

B Bubble will have their breaks at the back of the school.



General questions:

Do I have to wear school uniform?

Yes. School uniform must be worn during the school day and social clothes
during the evening; just the same as usual.

Can I get my clothes washed at school?

We have to wash everything at 60 degrees (COVID-19 guidance) so if you
want your clothes (Uniform or Social clothes) washed at school you have
to accept that they might shrink!

Will my social worker be able to visit me at school?

Yes as long as they are well but they will not be able to walk around the 
buildings. You can meet with them in an allocated room or go for a walk in 
the grounds.



What if I don’t feel well or I think 
someone else is unwell?

You must tell the adult nearest to you

straight away. They will get the school

Nurse (Sally) to come and see you, or

one or our Full First Aiders if Sally is not
available.



What if someone in my Bubble 

gets Coronavirus?

 If someone tests positive for Coronavirus your bubble will be sent home. We will ask the people that 
you live with to get you tested and will keep in touch with them about when you can come back 
into school.

 If you have to go home from school we will set you up with virtual learning for all lessons being taught 
in school with teachers being present online and ensure that your care staff keep in contact with you 
each day. 

 If the area that you live in goes into Lockdown you will need to stay at home. As previously stated 
virtual learning will be put into place immediately.

 If West Sussex, or Mid Sussex, goes into Lockdown we may have to close the whole school but we will 
wait to see what the Government advise us to do. 



How will upper school be supported in 
September to help them prepare for 
their exams?

 Year 11s will not be doing work experience on a Friday, like previous 

year 11s have done, but will have that time to help them catch up 

on lost learning.

 Year 10 will start as many of their options as we are able to provide 

at this point. Options may not be timetabled but people will be 
taken out of lessons to do subjects such as care maintenance.



How will September be different 

to the summer term?

 We will be back to having focussed lessons.

 People will be expected to remain in lessons and complete all tasks set.

 Detentions will be back in place for those not focussing in class.

 You all need to work with us to keep us all safe – if your 

behaviour is unsafe then you will not be able to be in 

school.

 School will finish at lunchtimes on Fridays so you will be back to leaving for home 

at 1.15 each Friday.



Can I go home at night?

 If you share a bedroom and would rather not, we are happy to talk to the adults

that you live with about the possibility to you spending some nights at home, if

those adults are able to transport you to and from school every day.

 I completely understand that it may also be that the adults you live with also do not

want you to share a bedroom and would rather you came home some evenings to

avoid this.

 Please discuss this with the care staff when they phone on the 3rd or 4th of

September. But you must attend school every day or else going home over night

will not be an option.



Will it be like this forever?

 No.

 We need to make sure that Coronavirus is under control and then we can get 

back to our “new normal”.

 During the October half term we will consider what we will do next half term –

we might keep things as they are, make some small changes or we may start 

the new timetable which we would have started if Coronavirus was no-longer 

around.



Any Questions?

 A member of the care staff will be in touch with you, and the adults that you

live with, on the 3rd or 4th September so please have your questions ready to

ask them then.

 They will tell you which House and class group you will be in, with which care

staff and who your tutor is but they will not be able to share with you which

young people you will be in class with or on your house – we need to be able

to tell everyone before you all speak to each other.


