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WELCOME!

This book is to give you information to help you settle into
your new school.

Any change can be hard to manage, like going to new places
and meeting new people, but we are here to support you.

Some people miss home, miss friends, and even miss old
teachers! We may even have different rules!

But we pride ourselves on getting to know you and finding the
right ways to help you.

We also want to hear your views - so help us to help you and
let us know what does and does not work for you.

Farney Close is a fresh start for everyone.

We look forward to getting to know you.

HELLO




YOUR INFORMATION

This Welcome Pack is yours to keep.
We hope it helps when you first arrive.

Below, you can put your own name, along with the house unit you
will live on, your Linkworker and your Tutor.

NAMES:

Your name

House

Link worker

Class/Tutor
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MEET OUR
SENIOR LEADERSHIP
TEAM

Sara Hack is our Principal. She is in
charge of the whole of Farney Close — the
school day and the residential time

Ray Lau is our Vice Principal. He
oversees the education and care team and

takes care of the whole school when Sara
1sn't available.

Steve de Souza is our Head of Care. He
oversee the care team who look after you
during residential hours

James Mills 1s our Head of Education. He
oversees the education team and ensures
that they are providing you with the right
education.




eeese s AND OTHER KEY PEOPLE
WHO WILL HELP YOU.

There are many more staff who support during the school day and
into residential time.

We have a noticeboard in reception with our whole school staff
team and their picture to help you remember who’s who and to

know who to go to if you need help.

Austin Bye is our Referrals & Inclusion
Officer. He supports young people during
the referral process and when they first
start at Farney. Austin also works with
anyone who isn't attending school for any
reason.

Becky Clements is our school Social
Worker. She works with all of the
children that have their own Social
Worker. Attending meetings with them
and sharing their views.

Becky = Morphew 1s our  School
Nurse. Becky i1s there to help you if you
feel unwell at school, have an accident or
need to talk about anything medical.

Sharon Radley is our SENCO and she
ensures all your special educational needs
are met.




MAP OF
THE SCHOOL SITE

Farney Close school is set within 33 acres, and the
various buildings may seem a little confusing at first.

You will get used to the site very quickly, but in the
meantime, this aerial photo may help.
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YOUR LINKWORKER

You will have your own linkworker who is usually a member of
your house staff. This will be the person you are likely to get to
know the best.

They are the “Link” for sharing information to everyone around
you in order to help you do well; parents, social workers etc.

THE ROLE OF THE LINKWORKER IS TO:

Attend N o
. someone
reviews

) you can
with you. DT
Help you Help you
with any deal with
medical everyday
needs.. problems
Make use of your linkworker,
they are here for YOU
Support Help you
you in learn the
working on routines of
your care the school
plans. l
Talk to your Help you learn
parents/carers social and

about how you b independence
are doing skills




LIVING ON THE HOUSES

For the half of the week that you stay at Farney Close, we want
you to feel happy, settled and secure.

This should be a home away from home. There are rules to make
the house a safe place for everyone.

But we want you to enjoy your time here, build relationships and

have fun!
Your bedroom is your
Be proud qu where you part of Farney Close.
e Please keep 1t tidy.
Be kind!
You don’t know how others are
feeling.

Ask your staff to help
sort out problems —
they are there to help!

Respect each other.

Look after your Work with others to make your
living space house a nice place to be.
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TELEPHONE CALLS

Your can phone home every night, or your family can phone
you. We just have to be mindful on the length of phone calls so
that everyone gets a chance to speak to their families.

There is also a phone box near the main entrance which you
can use to call freephone numbers such as childline. Your
friends and family can also call this number to speak to you.

Mobile phones are not allowed in school, so if you travel to
school with one, please hand it in to your house staff, who will
lock it away for safe keeping and return it to you on Friday.

BEDTIMES

AGE (Yrs) BEDTIME LIGHTS OUT

11 8.50pm 9.00pm
12 9.00pm 9.10pm
13 9.20pm 9.30pm
14 9.30pm 9.40pm
15 9.40pm 9.50pm
Yr 11 Leavers 10.00pm 10.10pm
T — T




ACTIVITIES

examples of what

o
we do on the l-

school site
o i
Club
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We offer lots of
different
activities

Here are some
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examples of what
we trips we do
off-site

\ Beach
trips

The higher the points you gain at school — the better chance
you have of doing the activity you want.




NEW IDEAS?

We are always keen to hear new ideas from you for new
activities too.

Please share them with your linkworker or house staff,
or with your School Council representative.
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH
AWARD

As well as all the different activities, we do also run the
Duke of Edinburgh Award.

This 1s one of the Options you can choose alongside your
GCSE’s in Year 10 and 11.

It includes camping, orienteering, volunteering....
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BASIC RULES AND
EXPECTATIONS

We want Farney Close School to be a safe and happy place for
everyone.

For this reason, you will find behaviour expectations displayed on
your house for different areas of life at Farney Close, for example;

in the classroom, on your house, using school transport.

Below are a few things to remember:

Listen to staff. Remember they are here to help.

Let your teacher teach. You are all here to learn.

When you need support, ask politely, and remember that
other pupils need help too. We all need help sometimes.

Try not to get involved in others’ poor behaviour

Try to complete the work you have been set to the best of
your abilities and be proud of it. We will be proud of how
hard you have tried.

Believe in yourself and your abilities — you can succeed.

Treat the people in your group and your teacher with
respect no matter what their ability, race, religion, size,
sexual orientation or gender. You will also be treated with
respect.
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FRIENDSHIPS

Many people struggle with friendships, so below are a few tips to
help you out.
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Be kind, caring, helpful, respectful and considerate to others.

Remember others may be having a difficult time, so try to be
supportive. If you have nothing nice to say, say nothing at
all.

We all get frustrated at times, but it is not okay to take it
out on others.

Honesty will help sort a problem quicker, if you tell lies, it
makes trusting you harder to do.

It is okay to make mistakes, it is how we learn.

Be careful when sharing any personal information — others
may not keep it safe or could even make nasty comments

Remember — the adults are here to help you too.
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SCHOOL COUNCIL

The School Council is a group of people that meet each half
term to discuss any issues that the children or adults at
Farney Close want to talk about.

One of the young people from each tutor group sits on the
council, as do Sara (Principal), Steve (Head of Care), James
(Head of Education), Becky (School Social Worker) and Sue
(School Counsellor).

Some other staff or Governors may also attend meetings
during the year.

The person in your tutor group, who sits on the council, will
want to hear your views, along with and everyone else’s.
You can simply use the suggestion boxes in your class or on
your house if you so wish. Or speak to the Council
Representative directly.

They will then take any comments or ideas to the council
meetings.

After the meeting your representative will then meet with you
all and explain what was discussed.

IDEAS

Some 1deas of what you might want to raise:

break times, activities, food, friendships.

These may be issues that you are not happy about, but it is
just as important to hear about what you particularly like too.
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SCHOOL UNIFORM &
SOCIAL WEAR

Wearing a school uniform gives a sense of community and helps
to separate the school day from social time.

Please take pride in your uniform by keeping it clean and tidy —
we do have a daily laundry service too!

We have a school uniform for all of our pupils during the
school day.

Shoes must be completely black, low heeled and polishable,
but not steel or hardened toes. All black, leather, Nike Air
force are the one pair of trainers that are permitted as school
shoes.

Trousers are black and tailored. During the summer months,
pupils may choose to wear knee length tailored shorts or
skirts.

The school supplies all new pupils with two red polo shirts and
two grey sweatshirts both displaying the Farney Close logo.

We also provide your PE kit, including trainers for use in the
Sports Hall.

We do expect pupils to have a warm, waterproof coat in school
during poorer weather. But coats are for outside and not to be
worn in the school building or classrooms.

During social, residential time, you can wear your own social
clothes, but we pupils are not to wear short, revealing tops,
such as vests or strappy tops.




TIMINGS OF THE SCHOOL DAY

We start the day with an extended Tutor time of 30 minutes.
This is a “soft” start to the day which may involve reading, a
quiz, or an assembly.

Lessons are 50 minutes, with a further Tutor time at the end of
the 5 academic lessons to provide school points and determine
what life skill class they will attend before going home.

Friday is a little different with 3 x 1-hour lessons before lunch.

Assembly / Tutor Time 09.15-09.45
Lesson 1 09.45-10.35
Break 10.35—10.50

Lower school have their breaks at the back of the school and upper

school in the courtyard and youth club

Lesson 2 10.50 — 11.40
Lesson 3 11.40-12.30
Lunch 12.301—1:55

Lower school eat their lunch at 12.30pm to 12.50pm
and Upper school from 12.50pm to 1.15pm.

On a Friday you go home after lunch.

Lesson 4 1.15-2.05
Lesson 5 2.05—-2.55
Tutor Time 2.55-3.10
Lesson 6 - Life Skills 3.10—4.00
End of School day. 4pm

15



SCHOOL POINTS

POINTS MAKE MONEY!

Take a look at the notice board in the Long Hall to see how
you can earn

You can earn 30 points every day.
2 for tutor and 1 for each break

5 for each lesson:

% 1 point for entering your lesson appropriately and settling
into work

% 2 point for treating the adults in the room with respect

% 2 point for treating the other children in the room with
respect

Break Points
You can earn one point for each break so please be kind, caring
and considerate of others whilst enjoying this time.

Stay in class and work hard.

Try your best, we are here to help you earn as many points as
possible. This gives you a better chance to go out on trips in the
evening and also earns you more pocket money!

Not gaining enough points?

Please be careful to avoid poor behaviour, as we have both a
lunchtime detention and an after-school detention.

Listening to staff will certainly help you to avoid these and enjoy
your break times and social times.

Not completing work in class?
This will mean that the teacher for that lesson will have you back
to complete your work, either at breaktimes or after school.

Listening to staff will certainly help you to avoid these and enjoy
your break times and social times.
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POCKET MONEY

Everyone can earn 3p per point during the school day.

This all adds up and is put into your own Farney Close Bank
Account.

You can save your money each half term to go towards items
like a computer game, trainers or perhaps a gift for a loved one.

Your Pocket money can also be put towards an activity.
Examples of what you might like to do include:

Going to the cinema on
a school trip one
evening

Joining in with an
evening Swimming
trip

Pizza and
movie after
school.

A trip to
MacDonald’s. Skate Park trip.

POCKET MONEY PURCHASES

If you want to buy something with your pocket money then
speak to your linkworker and they will sort this out for you.

Many pupils like to save up for something larger they can order
from Amazon.

You may need items such as hairbrushes, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, shampoo etc if you run out. Don’t panic, we can
supply them and you can pay for these out of your pocket
money.

But please cause any damage, as we don’t want you paying for
breakages out of your pocket money!

T — ————
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FIRE ALARM

We are just letting you know that our fire alarm is very loud!

We need to make sure that everyone can hear the fire alarm
so 1t needs to be loud, but we know that some people will not
like it.

Fire Alarm notices are up around the school to tell you where
to go and when, depending on what time of day it is. However,
always do as the adults tell you to when the Fire Alarm
sounds, and you will stay safe.

On hearing the alarm, you must leave your class or house
calmly and listen to staff, wait outside the class/house until
the staff tell you to go to the meeting point, which you then do
quietly and with staff.

If you are silly or run on ahead or do not listen to staff
instruction, you place yourself or others in danger.

So please be calm and sensible and considerate towards
others.

Meeting Points:
School Day Basketball court — Lower
school playground
Social time / evening Sports Hall

When you get to the meeting point, go to where the adults tell
you to wait and please be quiet so that staff can check that
everyone is there, and making sure that everyone is safe.




YOUR VIEWS

Thank you for going through this welcome pack.
We hope you found it helpful.
This 1s your pack to keep so you can read it anytime.

Could you please answer the questions below to help us to help
others who are new to the school?

Your Name:

1 — Did you find this pack easy to read?

Yes / No

2 — Is there anything you would like to see in this pack that is
not already included?

Yes / No

If yes, then what?

Please give this form to Austin.
Keep the rest of the book so you can refer to it.

We really hope you enjoy your time at Farney Close.
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